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budget, subject to the condition that they provide
minimum balances.

It is doubtful whether such a policy will
prove successful, unless, as heretofore, the budget
is really prepared and its contents sanctioned, if
not initiated, by the Local Government official.

There are upwards of 750 municipalities in
India, and in the larger towns the majority of the
members of the municipal bodies are natives elected
by the ratepayers.

In regard to these bodies the Commission re-
commended that they should control the services
for which they pay, and that primary education
should be entrusted to them, secondary and higher
education being managed by the Government.
This, like many recommendations of the Commis-
sion, is no doubt of much value, but it remains to
be seen whether Government will ever have the
wit to devise, and the courage to introduce, some
system of secondary and higher education other
than that now existing, whereby, at the expense of
the masses, it manufactures from out of the classes
crowds of future office-holders and office-seekers,
or of disappointed and disaffected agitators. It is
a subject of infinite difficulty, upon which only
those who have the infallibility of ignorance will
presume to dogmatise.

Perhaps the most important subject with which
the Commissioners had to deal is finance. Under